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Baypath Humane Society of Hopkinton

We are thrilled to introduce our Prius for Pets Car Raffle. You can win a brand new
Toyota Prius and support Baypath Humane!

Tickets are on sale now. Raffle drawing
will be held on Sunday, November 1, 2009
at our First Annual Baypath Paws & Claws
5K Run/Walk at Hopkinton State Park.

Please consider buying a ticket to support
the animals at Baypath. Tickets are $50
each. No more than 1,200 tickets will be
sold. One in 1,200 chance to win = great
odds! Increase your chances of winning
with our two, five, and ten Ticket Discount
Packs: two for $90, five for $200, and ten
for $400.

Sign up today and start
selling tickets - help us
raise money for the dogs
and cats of Baypath. Visit
baypathhumane.org/helpsell

Tickets can be purchased online and at the
shelter. For purchases and Official Rules,
see https://www.baypathhumane.org/prius

Volunteers can help us make this event a
success. Please consider helping us sell
tickets, we need many volunteers! (cont.)
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Visit https://www.baypathhumane.org/helpsell

Volunteers can register online to create and
customize their own ticket selling Personal Web
Page. Send emails to friends, family and co-
workers asking them to purchase a ticket and
perhaps even create a page themselves.
Participants can purchase tickets with a major
credit card from your Personal Page. You'll be
able to track the status of your fundraising
efforts, and earn some major bragging rights if
you are one of our top ticket sellers.

Regardless of how many tickets you sell, even
just ONE will help the dogs and cats at the
shelter. Help us help them.

We know the economy is tough; it is tough on us
too. For the latter reason, we decided to move
ahead with this event in hopes that it can
provide some much-needed revenue for the
shelter. We chose a Prius because it's large
enough to be used as a small family car, but
trendy enough to peak serious interest as a car
raffle prize. Only a few months ago, there were
long waiting lists at dealerships across the
country to purchase a Prius. The Prius is rated
five stars by J.D Power & Associates on both
Overall Mechanical Quality and Green
Efficiency, and is listed as a Top Pick in the Best
Compact category. Even though gas prices are
currently down from their astronomic highs, cars
that are more environmentally friendly are still a
top choice for consumers. So, please consider
buying a ticket, and/or selling tickets. If it's a
success, this just may be our “First Annual” car
raffle.

Baypath thanks Bernardi Toyota for partnering
on this event.

Many thanks from your friends at,

Baypativ  Huwmane
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Events & Announcements

Events

Ongoing: Prius for Pets 2009 Car Raffle
Ticket Sales

Please see the front page of this newsletter.
And please help us sell tickets!

Paws for a Cause Charity Night of Fashion
Thursday, March 12, 6:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.
Lyn Evans for Potpourri Designs, 30 Lyman
Street, Westborough, MA

Baypath friend Lyn Evans  graciously
approached Baypath with a great idea and an
offer to use her retail clothing business, Lyn
Evans for Potpourri Designs, as the site of this
event. Many thanks to Lyn for thinking of the
shelter. Please join us at this fun event, and
bring friends!

g

Lyn Evans for Potpourri Designs is sponsoring a
night of fashion to benefit Baypath. Enjoy wine
and cheese while watching informal modeling of
Lyn’s store offerings. Exciting raffle items will
also be available.

Tickets: $10.00 - available at the door, or prior to
event at Baypath and Lyn Evans.

All proceeds from ticket sales and raffle items
will go directly to Baypath Humane Society. Lyn
Evans will also donate a portion of any clothing
purchases that evening to Baypath. Thank you
Lyn!

Giant Spring Yard Sale
Saturday, May 16, 8:00 A.M. —2:00 P.M.

Getting ready for a little spring cleaning? Please
hold onto your old things! One man's garbage is



https://www.baypathhumane.org/helpsell

The SCOOP

Newsletter of Baypath Humane Society of Hopkinton

another one's gold! Baypath Humane Society
will be accepting donated items for our GIANT
Spring Yard Sale! Please drop your items off at
the shelter any time between April 26th and May
14",

The yard sale will be held at the shelter, 5
Rafferty Road in Hopkinton, on Saturday May
16" from 8 AM. — 2 P.M. Come shop great
bargains and support the shelter! Come early
and get great deals on furniture, small
household appliances, baby products, books,
toys, sporting goods and much more.

We regret that we cannot accept the following
items: sofa beds, clothing, bicycles, paints, tires,
chemicals, textbooks, computer manuals,
televisions or computers. A written tax receipt
will be offered to donors who drop off items
during regular shelter hours.

Ninth Annual Bark in the Park Dog Walk
Sunday, June 7, 2008 10:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.

Hopkinton State Park (Split Rock Group
Area)

Once again, you and your dog are |nV|ted to join
many local pet lovers at Baypath’s 9" Annual
Dog Walk. Walk the scenic 1 or 3 mile route
through the beautiful Hopkinton State Park to
support the animals of Baypath. There will be a
number of activities available for your
participation with your pet as well as vendor
booths, raffle prizes and lunch on the grill. Plus,
its a great chance to meet other Baypath
Alumni!

We will once again have personal fundraising
pages available. Consider helping us make this
a successful event and ask your friends, family,
and co-workers to sponsor you for walk. More
information will be coming very soon. Watch our
website and stay tuned for our official launch
announcement.

BAYPATH

SAVE THE DATE! First Annual Baypath
Paws & Claws 5K Run/Walk and Prius for
Pets Car Raffle Drawing

Sunday, November 1, 2009

Hopkinton State Park

See the front page of this issue for details on the
2009 Prius for Pets Car Raffle. The drawing for
the car will be held at our 5K event. Stay tuned
for more details on the race and how to register
in months to come.

Announcements
2008 Baypath Adoption Numbers

2008 was a fantastic year for Baypath adoption-
wise, with 1,037 animals finding homes: 467
cats and 570 dogs. These numbers include 306
kittens and 243 puppies — further proof that the
spay/neuter message still has a long way to go.
Baypath also found homes for 41 pit bull breeds,
as we continue our commitment to running our
pit bull program at the shelter, showing the
community these dogs can be wonderful pets
and companions.

Baypath Welcomes New Staff

Please join us in welcoming two new staff
members to our Baypath family. Trisha Dunphy
is our new Shelter Operations Manager. Trisha
has an extensive background in canine training
and comes to us from MSPCA-Angell in
Jamaica Plain, where she was the Dog Program
Leader. Trisha will continue to teach some dog
obedience classes at the MSPCA. Victoria
Axford also joins our staff as the Assistant
Manager. Victoria is a graduate of Becker
College and recently became a Certified
Veterinary Technician. Welcome, ladies!

Pinball Update

We received many inquiries, well wishes, and
donations for Pinball after we published his story
in our Fall newsletter. Thanks to the donations
we received, Pinball was able to have his eye
surgery in early January. He did need to have
both eyes removed, however it seems he is no
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longer in pain, as he now lets people touch his
face, something he was not comfortable with
before the procedure. He has recovered nicely
and is doing great. There has been talk of
getting him some doggie goggles so he does not
poke at his eyes, and also a vibration collar to
help with his continued training. He continues to
live with the Porter-Jacques family. He made a
recent visit to the shelter and was happily
wagging his tail the entire time.

facebook.
Become a Fan of Baypath on

We’re on Facebook! Please join our Baypath
fan page. You can share your Baypath
experiences, pet stories and photos of your furry
friends. You'll get timely updates about, and
invites to, all Baypath events. A discussion
board is available to connect with other Baypath
fans. Best of all, show all your friends that you
support Baypath Humane Society.

Coming Soon...In Memoriam

Over the years many people have approached
us to share the sad news that their beloved
Baypath pet passed over the Rainbow Bridge.
We’re working on adding a new section of our
website where you can memorialize the
wonderful Baypath pets your have loved and
lost. Oftentimes comfort can be found through
sharing. Please send you submissions and
photos to jeffm@baypathhumane.org

THANK YOU to PR/Marketing and Designing
Volunteers

Thanks to Courtney Harvey, a marketing
professional who answered our ad for
assistance in our previous newsletter. Courtney
has been instrumental in preparing material and
ideas for the launch of our car raffle, and in
hooking us up with designers willing to donate
their time as well.

Thanks to graphic designers Brittany Hamtil and
Anna Boyadjieva, who graciously created the
car raffle logo and the announcement design.

BAYPATH
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Thanks to Eric Shaftstall from Boston who also
offered marketing advice.

Do you have any special skills or expertise you'd
like to donate? Please let us know!

THANK YOU Nick Lancaster — Cans for Cash

Nine-year old Nick Lancaster stopped by the
shelter on a recent weekend to donate $15.44.
He raised this money by collecting aluminum
cans from his teachers, his Dad’s co-workers,
and others. He receives 5 cents a can, so that’s
a lot of cans! This is the second time Nick has
brought a donation to the shelter. Thanks Nick!

Baypath’s Merchandise Shop is Open

You can buy official Baypath Humane
merchandise through our online Café Press
store. Proudly sport the Baypath logo and show
your friends and family that you are a Baypath
Supporter! We have a large selection of t-shirts,
sweatshirts, hats, bags, and other apparel and
gifts available for purchase. Proceeds from the
sale of this merchandise go directly to the cats
and dogs of Baypath.

Find the link to our shop on our website or go to:
http://www.cafepress.com/baypathhumane
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Baypath Staff Profiles:
Twenty Questions with

Alan and Calvin, the Men
of Baypath

This is our third installment of Baypath Staff
Profiles, and we will be highlighting each of our
wonderful and dedicated staff members in our
future newsletters.

Many thanks to Baypath staff members Alan and
Calvin for sitting down for an interview with
Baypath volunteer and The Scoop contributor
Kathi Nelson. Believe it or not, Alan and Calvin
are currently the only male members of our staff.

Town/state where you grew up?
Alan: Webster, Massachusetts
Calvin: Hudson, Massachusetts

Did a specific person or event inspire your
love for animals?

A: My oldest sister used to be a dairy farmer.
She opened the door to my exposure of different
varieties of farm type animals.

C: My brother, Devin, due to his love for
bringing new animals into the house.

How long have you worked at Baypath?

A: I'm stepping into my fifth year. | was hired in
January of 2005

C: A little over two years.

What made you want to become a Baypath
team member?

A: There was a scruffy little terrier mix named
Abbey that | saw online. She reminded me of my
first family pet. This brought me to volunteer
while | was between jobs. The rest is history.

C: The friendly atmosphere and because of how
well they take care of their animals.

BAYPATH
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Are there specific animals that have touched
your heart since you've worked at Baypath?
A: There were two dogs named Sammy and
Molly (sisters). | fostered Molly when she got
pneumonia. They now take up the couch in my
living room.

C: Yes there was one in particular, her name
was Onyx.

Alan with Sammy and Molly.

In addition to monetary donations, what are
the most helpful donations a person can
make to help the animals at Baypath?

A: There is a wish list posted on our website, |
think. Our goal is to update it regularly. Fleece
blankets make excellent beds because they’re
easy to wash and comfortable all year round.
C: Time, the animals need social interaction to
keep them happy and mentally enriched.

You represent the “Men of Baypath”...
anything you’d say to inspire other men
considering a staff or volunteer position on
the Baypath team?

A: Get in touch with your feminine side.

C: We don't care who you are, as long as you
love animals like we do, we would be glad to
have more men around.
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Provide one interesting fact about Baypath
you think most people don’t know?

A: We see a darker side to human beings
sometimes. We put the needs of the animals
(our true clients) above the needs of the people
when considering adoptions.

C: Some of us actually enjoy cleaning the
kennels, like me.

Any tried and true training suggestions?

A: Be self aware and flexible with how you
respond to your pet’s behavior. Your own
behavior bears more weight than you might
think. Be clear about what you want as well as
what you don’t want. Be quiet and listen.

C: The two | have found most successful are
treats and sternness, but for both you have to be
very consistent. The other thing is, if you are
ever at a shelter walking a pet and feel like you
don't have as much control as you want, ask for
advice or a training device/tool, such as a
harness.

Favorite local or online pet store?

A: | really like the PetEdge catalogue, mostly for
the pictures of cool stuff. I'm not much of a
shopper though.

C: Pet World, Natick.

Favorite animal care/wellness related
website — for educational information, etc.?
A: Animalplanet.com

C: The Merck Veterinary Manual because of its
wealth of information. It isn't about care or
wellness but rather about diseases and
problems. Ever not sure what a vet means, you
can look up it there.
http://www.merckvetmanual.com/mvm/index.jsp

Many people travel with their pets in the car.
Any suggestions to improve the safety of
both drivers and pets?

A: | use a barrier to keep my dogs in the back. |
like harnesses too. Always use a carrier in
working condition when transporting your cats.
With rare exception, cats don't like car rides.

C: Itis best to have the pet tethered somewhere
in the car. Make sure though that if he or she
slips off the seat they cannot get choked.

We all know there are too many pets left to
fend for themselves on the streets. What do
you suggest if someone comes across an
animal they think is homeless?

A: It's always best to notify the local animal
control officer. | am always willing to advise
anyone who calls us for help.

C: If you are sure that it is homeless because of
its condition or seeing it multiple times, then try
to judge its tameness. If friendly, place it in a
separate room of your house from your other
pets and bring it to a vet. If you are unable to
take it in, call a shelter or animal control.

In today’s tough economic times, many
people are forced to make difficult choices.
What would you say to someone facing the
decision to surrender their pet?

A: | would be empathetic and try to assure them
that we will make their pet’s best interests our
top concern.

C: There are better places for a pet to go than a
shelter, but if there are no friends or relatives
that can take the pet, then try to search for a
nice no-kill shelter.

How do you enjoy spending time when you
aren't working at Baypath?

A: | like making repairs to my hundred and ten
year-old house. | also love playing fiddle and
building sets for a local theatre group. | can’t get
enough movies. Thank god for Netflix.
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C: At Becker College for Veterinary Science and
playing video games. | am also part of the
billiards club/team over at Becker College.

Calvin relaxing outside of the shelter.

Dog person or cat person?

A: Dog for sure. | should work on my feline
connections.

C: Dog person.

Do you have pets of your own now (names,
breeds, and ages)?

A: | have my nearly ten year old labby-pits
Sammy and Molly. Both girls. And one
surprisingly long lasting gold fish named
Aristotle (going on nine years).

C: At the house there is Petrov, a seven year-old
cat; Sergei, a five year-old cat; Claire, a two
year-old rabbit; Nunzio, a twelve year-old blue
tongued skink <lizard>; and a Radford, a
leopard gecko of unknown age.

Ever try your pet
A: Not since | learned how to cook, but some of
the homemade ones that roll into the shelter are
awfully tempting, especially if I've skipped lunch.
C: Nope, but at the shelter | did try something
that was supposed to be milk for your cat. |
don't recommend it.

Do you have a picture of your petin your
wallet or on your phone?

s food/ tr

A: | don't. If | could walk the earth without
accessories | would.
C: Nope.

Do you celebrate your
A: It's hard enough remembering my wife’s
birthday. | spoil them every day.

C: Nope.

Cats: Destructive

Scratching

This article is being reprinted with the
permission of the Dumb Friends League.

[ DUMB FRIENDS
Ay LEAGUE ¢ since 1910
Cats: Destructive
Scratching

81999 Dumb Friends League. All Rights Reserved.

Why Do Cats Scratch?

It's normal for cats to scratch objects in their
environment for many reasons:

e To remove the dead outer layer of their
claws.

e To mark their territory by leaving both a
visual mark and a scent — they have scent
glandson therpawh one st ) ?

e To stretch their bodies and flex their feet and
claws.

e To work off energy.

Because scratching is a normal behavior, and
one that cats are highly motivated to display, it's
unrealistic to try to prevent them from
scratching. Instead, the goal in resolving
scratching problems is to redirect the

pet

g
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scratching onto acceptable objects.

Training Your Cat To Scratch Acceptable
Objects

1. You must provide objects for scratching that
are appealing, attractive and convenient
from your cat's point of view. Start by
observing the physical features of the
objects your cat is scratching.

The answers to the following questions will help
you understand your cat's scratching
preferences:

e Where are the objects located? Prominent
objects, objects close to sleeping areas and
areas near

e the entrance to a room are often chosen.

e What texture do they have — are they soft or
coarse? Carpeted?

e What shape do they have - are they
horizontal or vertical?

e How tall are they? At what height does your
cat scratch?

2. Now, considering your cat's demonstrated
preferences, substitute similar objects for
her to scratch (ropewrapped posts,
corrugated cardboard or even a log). Place
the acceptable object(s) near the
inappropriate object(s) that she’s already
using. Make sure the objects are stable and
won't fall over or move around when she
uses them.

3. Cover the inappropriate objects with
something your cat will find unappealing,
such as double sided sticky tape, aluminum
foil, sheets of sandpaper or a plastic carpet
runner with the pointy side up. Or you may
give the objects an aversive odor by
attaching cotton balls containing perfume, a
muscle rub or other unpleasant odor. Be
careful with odors, though, because you
don't want the nearby acceptable objects to
also smell unpleasant.

4. When your cat is consistently using the
appropriate object, it can be moved very
gradually (no more than three inches each
day) to a location more suitable to you. It's
best, however, to keep the appropriate

scratching objects as close to your cat's
preferred scratching locations as possible.

5. Don’t remove the unappealing coverings or
odors from the inappropriate objects until
your cat is consistently using the appropriate
objects in their permanent locations for
several weeks, or even a month. They
should then be removed gradually, not all at
once.

Should | Punish My Cat For Scratching?

NO! Punishment is effective only if you catch
your cat in the act of scratching unacceptable
objects and have provided her with acceptable
scratching objects. Punishment after the fact,
won’t change the behavior, may cause her to be
afraid of you or the environment and may elicit
defensive  aggression. Used by itself,
punishment won't resolve scratching problems
because it doesn’t teach your cat where to
scratch instead. If you do catch her in the act of
scratching  inappropriate  objects, remote
punishment is best, in which you do not directly
interact with her. Ideas for remote punishment
include making a loud noise (using a whistle,
shaking a pop can filled with rocks or slapping
the wall), throwing a pillow at her or using a
water-filled squirt bottle. If punishment is
interactive, she’ll learn to refrain from scratching
in your presence but will continue to scratch
when you’re not around.

How Do | Trim My Cat's Claws?

To help keep them sharp, cats keep their claws
retracted except when they're needed. As the
claws grow too long and become curved, they
can’t be retracted completely. You should clip off
the sharp tips of your cat’s claws on all four feet
every week or so. Clipping your cat’s claws will
also help prevent them from becoming

shagged in carpets, fabrics and skin.

Before trimming your cat's claws, accustom her
to having her paws handled and squeezed. You
can do this by gently petting her legs and paws
while giving her a treat. This will help to make it
a more pleasant experience. Gradually increase
the pressure so that petting becomes gentle
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squeezing, as you'll need to do this to extend
the claw. Continue with the treats until your cat
tolerates this kind of touching and restraint. It
may take a little longer if she’s not used to
having her legs or paws handled. Apply a small
amount of pressure to her paw, with your thumb
on top of her paw and your index finger
underneath, until a claw is extended. You should
be able to see the pink or “quick," which is a
small blood vessel. Don’t cut into this pink
portion, as it will bleed and be painful for your
cat. If you cut off just the sharp tip of the claw,
the “hook,” it will dull the claw and prevent
extensive damage to household objects and to
your skin.

There are several types of claw trimmers
designed especially for pets. These are better
than your own nail clipper because they won’t
crush the claw. Until you and your cat have
become accustomed to the routine, one foot a
day is enough of a challenge. Don’t push to do
all four at once, or you'll both have only negative
memories of claw clippers!

Should | Declaw My Cat?

NO! We strongly discourage cat owners from
having their cats declawed. Scratching is a
natural behavior and instinct for cats and can be
directed to appropriate items, such as a cat
scratching post. Without the ability to claw, your
cat may develop behavior problems that you
have not previously experienced. However, if
you feel that you must either declaw or give up
your cat, we would rather see your cat stay in
your home and be your lifelong companion. If
you do decide to have your cat declawed, we
suggest you have the surgery done at the same
time she’s spayed (or neutered if your cat is a
male), that you only declaw the front paws and
that you always keep your cat indoors.

BAYPATH

N

Pet Recipes

These recipes are both simple and quick to
make.

Peanut Butter Woof Cookies

Combine 2 cups of whole wheat flour and 1
tablespoon of baking powder. In a separate
bowl, mix 1 cup of peanut butter with 1 cup of
milk. Stir in the dry ingredients. On a lightly
floured surface, roll dough to about ¥ inch thick.
Use cookie cutters to cut into shapes. Place on
a greased cookie sheet, and bake for 18
minutes in a 350 degree oven.

Savory Kitty Cheese Treats

Combine % cup shredded cheddar cheese, 5
tablespoons grated parmesan cheese, and %
cup plain yogurt. Add ¥ cup of flour and ¥4 cup
of cornmeal. If needed, add a small amount of
water to create a nice dough. Knead the dough
into a ball and roll out to about 1/4 inch thick
rope. Cut into one inch pieces and place on a
greased cookie sheet. Bake for 25 minutes in a
350 degree oven.

If you'd like to share your pet recipes for
inclusion in the next newsletter, please send
submissions to lisa@baypathhumane.org

Success Story i Liz Arden

and Lily

Contributed by Linda, Warren "Skip," and Tina
from Franklin, MA

In December 2007, we lost our beloved Zoe to
bone cancer. Our other dog Zelda would go to
the door and cry for her sister dog and we all
had some difficult days. With heavy hearts and
a box of tissues, we once again headed out to
Baypath, but that time it was just too soon. A
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couple of weeks went by and we tried it again.
This time, we were thrilled to meet Missy Vail, a
beautiful young white lab mix. We renamed her
Lily as she is the color of Calla and Easter lilies.
We brought her home to meet Zelda. Zelda,
now fifteen years old, instantly became younger
with the introduction of one-year-old Lily. Lily
adapted quickly to our family and Zelda was
happy to have a new sister dog in her life.
Sometimes though, Lily was a little too playful
for our elderly and arthritic Zelda.

In July, we decided to bring Lily to Baypath to
walk some dogs with her for a little socialization.
Before we left the house, Warren mentioned we
would not be bringing home another dog as the
house was full. As soon as we drove into the
parking lot, we saw Elizabeth Arden.

She was running in her little circle in a pen with
another dog. We took her for a walk with Lily
and the dogs seemed to bond right away. We
spent some time sitting in a pen with her and Lily
and she began to feel more comfortable with
us. It's safe to say at this point she had our
attention if not yet our hearts. We learned the
history of her anxiety and fear of people and
wondered if we may be able to help her because
we had two dogs and her anxiety was only
toward people. To make a long story short, we
brought Elizabeth home and she has
blossomed. She recently graduated from
beginner obedience school and was able to
socialize with 16 people on Thanksgiving. Lily

and Elizabeth enjoy playing chase, ball, and
wrestling. Zelda is happy because Lily is no
longer trying to play with her.

Thank you for all you do. Baypath will always
have a special place in our hearts!

Volunteer Corner

Contributed by Emily Jachowicz, one of
Baypath’s young volunteers and daughter of
Baypath Board Member Donna Jachowicz.

| am 14 years old and a volunteer at Baypath
Humane Society of Hopkinton. | enjoy
volunteering there because | love being around
animals and it feels good to know | can make
their lives better. Taking a dog on a walk is
easy, just a walk down the road and back. But,
that easy trip for us is the highlight of the day for
many of them. | always try to think of that when
| am asked, “Do you have time to walk one more
dog?” And it's not just the dogs | enjoy taking
care of. | love going in the “cat room” and
watching all the cats climbing around. | like
holding and patting them, and listening to them
purr. And, who doesn’t like being around kittens
and puppies? Each and every one of the
animals there is like a human, in the sense that
they all have their own unique personality. It's
fun getting to know all of them before they go off
to their new homes. Lastly, | love how all of the
staff at Baypath is kind towards each other, and
all of the animals. Baypath is a great place full
of love, compassion and great pets.

Contributors wanted. Baypath is lucky to have a
steady flow of volunteers who assist the staff
with a myriad of chores including walking dogs,
caring for cats, doing laundry, clean-up detail,
and providing extra hands at fundraisers.
Baypath is grateful to each and every one of you
for your time and dedication to the animals.
We'd like to hear from you! Please send along
your thoughts or a short story on your time and
experience volunteering at Baypath for inclusion
in our next newsletter. Please email
submissions to lisa@baypathhumane.org.
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Thank you for subscribing to The Scoop, the newsletter of Baypath Humane Society. If you have any
comments or suggestions on our newsletter, or if you would like to contribute articles or information,
please contact Lisa Matiash at lisa@baypathhumane.org.
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